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Week Ending Friday, October 3, 2008 

Remarks Following a Meeting With 
Prime Minister Gordon Brown of the 
United Kingdom 

September 26, 2008 

President Bush. Mr. Prime Minister, wel-
come. The United States has got a great 
friendship with Great Britain, and you and 
I have worked hard to make sure that friend-
ship stays strong. And I appreciate you com-
ing down from New York, and I thank you 
for the consultations on this current eco-
nomic issue. 

What the Prime Minister wants to know 
is, is the plan we’ve devised big enough to 
make a difference, and is it going to be 
passed? And I told him the plan is big enough 
to make a difference, and I believe it is going 
to be passed. And I really want to thank you 
very much for staying in touch during this 
difficult period of time, not only for us but 
for people all around the world. 

Secondly, we talked about trade. There’s 
no stronger advocate for free and fair trade 
than Prime Minister Brown has been. And 
I appreciate your strong support for trade; 
because he knows what I know, that if—the 
best way to help deal with poverty and hope-
lessness is to give people opportunity through 
free and fair trade. 

And so I thank your steadfast support on 
Doha. I told him that we are still optimistic 
that the Doha round can be reinvigorated, 
and we strategized as to how to do that. And 
I thank you for your advice on that. 

Finally, we talked about Iraq and Afghani-
stan. Both our nations still have troops in 
those two countries. We’re helping young de-
mocracies not only survive but grow and 
thrive. And I fully believe that when people 
look back at this period of history, they will 
say, thank goodness the United States and 
Great Britain stood strong, because we’re 
helping to lay the foundation of peace for 
generations to come. 

So I welcome you back to the Oval Office. 
Thank you for coming. 

Prime Minister Brown. It’s a great privi-
lege to be here this afternoon. And I thank 
you for your hospitality, President Bush. 

We talked about a number of issues: Iraq; 
Afghanistan; the trade talks; what’s hap-
pening in Russia and in the—in Georgia; and 
about the general situation in the world econ-
omy. And we concentrated on the financial 
issues that are being raised in every country 
of the world by what’s happening because 
of financial turbulence on the markets. 

America and Britain have always stood to-
gether, and as one, in times of difficulty and 
challenge. And I said to President Bush this 
afternoon that facing this global turbulence, 
Britain supports the financial plan. And what-
ever the details of it, it’s the right thing to 
do to take us through these difficult cir-
cumstances. 

I was also able to tell President Bush that 
other countries whom I’ve talked to during 
the course of the last week in New York— 
every continent, all the members of the G– 
7, believe that America deserves the support 
of the rest of the world in the action it’s tak-
ing to secure stability and to deal with the 
turbulence in the financial markets. And we 
will continue to support the administration 
and the government in everything that it’s 
doing to try to restabilize the financial mar-
kets and to bring about economic growth in 
all our countries. 

We also talked about what is the pathway 
forward. Our G–7 finance leaders—ministers 
will meet on October the 9th. The Inter-
national Monetary Fund will meet on Octo-
ber the 10th. And the issues that have been 
raised by the problems in the financial system 
and the principles that might underlie future 
policy—transparency, good housekeeping, 
integrity, and at the same time, of course, 
international cooperation for the future— 
these are all issues that will be discussed in 
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detail by our finance ministers, and they will 
bring proposals for the future to us. 

Stability is the first duty of governments, 
and we are determined that our continuing 
cooperation will enhance the stability of our 
economies and bring the prosperity that is 
what we want for every single citizen of the 
world. 

President Bush. Thank you, Gordon. 
Good job. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 5:46 p.m. in the 
Oval Office at the White House. This item was 
not received in time for publication in the appro-
priate issue. 

Proclamation 8295—National 
Hunting and Fishing Day, 2008 
September 26, 2008 

By the President of the United States 
of America 

A Proclamation 
From our rugged peaks and mountains to 

our shining seas, our Nation is blessed with 
remarkable natural treasures. These magnifi-
cent landscapes are places where families 
and friends can create lasting memories and 
enjoy the outdoors. On National Hunting and 
Fishing Day, our country honors the many 
contributions of America’s hunters and an-
glers, who add to our heritage and keep our 
wildlife populations healthy and strong. 

Our Nation’s sportsmen and women are 
among our foremost conservationists. They 
care deeply about our wildlife habitats, and 
they have contributed billions of dollars to 
wildlife restoration through the Pittman- 
Robertson Act, which is a levy on certain 
sporting goods. This investment has helped 
restore many species, including the American 
elk, black bear, and wild turkey. Through the 
Federal Waterfowl Stamp program, the con-
servation of habitats for migratory birds has 
been greatly improved. By protecting our 
Nation’s wildlife, we can continue to advance 
the values of good stewardship. 

My Administration has created, protected, 
and restored millions of acres of wetlands. 
Through my Ocean Action Plan, we are pro-
tecting fish populations and marine habitat. 
I was pleased to amend Executive Order 

12962 to recognize the value of recreational 
fishing as a sustainable activity in Federal wa-
ters. We have also improved the health of 
millions of acres of forests under the Healthy 
Forests Restoration Act. This important leg-
islation is helping to protect our public lands 
from the risk of catastrophic wildfires and 
contributes to a healthier environment for all 
Americans. 

On this special day, we remember our re-
sponsibility to preserve the great American 
landscape for future generations, and we cel-
ebrate the joy of hunting and fishing in the 
great outdoors. 

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush, 
President of the United States of America, 
by virtue of the authority vested in me by 
the Constitution and laws of the United 
States, do hereby proclaim September 27, 
2008, as National Hunting and Fishing Day. 
I call upon the people of the United States 
to join me in recognizing the contributions 
of America’s hunters and anglers, and all 
those who work to conserve our Nation’s fish 
and wildlife resources. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this twenty-sixth day of September, 
in the year of our Lord two thousand eight, 
and of the Independence of the United 
States of America the two hundred and thir-
ty-third. 

George W. Bush 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
11:15 a.m., September 30, 2008] 

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the 
Federal Register on October 1. This item was not 
received in time for publication in the appropriate 
issue. 

Executive Order 13474— 
Amendments to Executive Order 
12962 
September 26, 2008 

By the authority vested in me as President 
by the Constitution and the laws of the 
United States of America, and in order to 
conserve, restore, and enhance aquatic sys-
tems to provide for increased recreational 
fishing opportunities nationwide, it is hereby 
ordered as follows: 
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